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WALGREENSAGREESTO REDUCE TOBACCO SALESTO MINORS

Tennessee Attorney General Paul G. Summers today announced the signing of a multistate
agreement withWalgreens to curb tobacco sales to young people. The Tennessee Attorney General’s
Office and Tennessee Division of Consumer Affairsjoined 40 Satesin the agreement to set forth retailing
"best practices’ and protections which are designed to reduce youth access to tobacco products.

Tennessee haslong recognized that underage accessto tobacco products congtitutes asevereand
continuing threet to public hedth. Studieshave shown that morethan 80% of adult smokersbegan smoking
before age eighteen; that every day in the United States over 2,000 persons under age eighteen begin
smoking cigarettes and one-third of those personswill one day die from atobacco-related disease; and
theillega saeof tobacco productsto underage personsby retailersisamajor source of tobacco products
for youth.

Theagreement establishesstandardsfor hiring, employment, and training of Wagreens employees
withregard to tobacco sdes. Wagreenswill continueto use cashregistersinitsstoreswhich requireclerks
to enter information from customers photo I.D. for the sdle of tobacco products. Additiondly, Wagreens
will instruct clerksto check 1.D. for anyonewho appearsto be under age 27, and will institute a secret



shopper programto monitor slestominors. Walgreenswill adopt policiesprohibiting self-service displays
of cigarettes and smokel ess tobacco products, the sale of cigarette papers or pipesto minors, and the
distribution of free sampleson store property. Walgreenswill aso restrict in-store advertising of tobacco
products.

“Wa greens should be commended for its cooperation to establish important safeguardsto prevent
tobacco salesto minors,” Attorney General Summers said. “While many retailers expresstheir desireto
reduce underage sales, Walgreens has demonstrated its commitment.”

The agreement comes astheresult of discussions between the states and Walgreensto determine
how Wagreens, aleading nationd drug store chain and provider of hedth care products, can best address
the problem of youth access. The Attorneys Generd hopethisagreement will serveasamode for dl drug
stores and retailers who are committed to reducing the rate of sale of tobacco products to minors.



